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	Charity pharmacy coming soon 

St. Vincent de Paul to open local branch next month 

By RACHEL ALEXANDER STAFF WRITER 


   ENGLEWOOD — If you’re struggling to pay for prescriptions, help is on the way. 
   The St. Vincent de Paul Community Pharmacy of Charlotte County is opening a branch at the Englewood annex Charlotte County Health Department unit Oct. 11. 
   St. Vincent de Paul Community Pharmacy is a nonprofit, volunteerrun organization that provides free or reduced medications for people in need. 
   When the pharmacy first opens, a temporary office will be in the Health Department quarters on San Casa inside the West Charlotte County administration building annex. 
   St. Vincent de Paul will have a permanent home in the same building that will be wheelchair accessible through the main entrance of the annex. 
   Unlike the former program, which was limited to seniors only, St. Vincent de Paul will offer pharmaceuticals for anyone whose expenses either equal or exceed their income. 
   “We want to help anyone in a low income bracket,” said Noreen Chervinski, director of the St. Vincent Compassionate Care Program. “We started with the pharmacy three years ago. It’s amazing how many people we’ve helped.”. 
   Paul Ringenberger, the new executive director of the St. Vincent de Paul Community Pharmacy, helped make the satellite office possible through radio and TV public service announcements and by obtaining grants from the Charlotte Community Foundation. 
   Chervinski and Ringenberger thanked Christopher Ziegler, director of the San Casa health office, for helping bring the pharmacy to Englewood. 
   Ziegler said he would refer many Health Department clients to St. Vincent de Paul, but its main office is at 1282 Market Circle in Murdock. 
   And with transportation being an issue for some, having a local pharmacy for financially challenged people who need medications will be a huge asset. 
   Applicants can visit the San Casa office on Wednesdays and Thursdays. In most cases, Chervinski said, they will be able to obtain their prescriptions by Friday. 
   The Compassionate Care Program will provide the medicine through St. Vincent de Paul until Chervinski is able to get a drug manufacturer to provide the medication. 
   Drug manufacturers provide fill prescriptions for up to a year, and then the client would have to reapply. 
   Chervinski said St. Vincent de Paul will also be able to provide emergency prescriptions with a voucher. 
   But St. Vincent de Paul will not be able to provide controlled substances. 
   For more information, call 941-766-9570, or visit the Web site, www.svdppharmacy.org. 
   You can e-mail 
Rachel Alexander at 
ralexander@sun-herald.com 


