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	Bacteria found in water Officials issue an advisory at six area beaches 

By NEIL HUGHES STAFF WRITER 


   High levels of bacteria were found in the water at six area beaches, prompting officials to post warning signs at the locations. 
   High levels were found at two testing sites at Englewood Beach, two at East and West Port Charlotte Beach and two at Palm Island North and South. 
   Enteric bacteria are normally found in the intestinal tract of humans and animals, and can cause disease, infections, stomach cramping and diarrhea. 
   While it is uncommon, the bacteria can appear in the water after periods of heavy rain, said Leslie Beauchamp, acting environmental administrator for the Charlotte County Health Department. The rain can cause fertilizer and animal feces to wash into the ocean. 
   Beaches in the area are not closed and neither is the water, though the health department doesn’t highly recommend it. 
   “You don’t want to go swimming in it,” Beauchamp said. “It can cause you to feel sick.” 
   The cause could also be entirely natural, she said. “It could be just a lot of natural bacteria that just gets in the water from birds and fish,” she said. 
The county conducts tests at the beaches every Monday as part of its Healthy Beaches Monitoring Program. A Sept. 18 sampling showed high results at seven locations. A resampling of the abnormal locations on Sept. 20 verified the results at six of the locations. 
   That’s part of the department’s standard practice, Beauchamp said. 
   “If we get an abnormal high, then we’ll go out and get a second sampling, just to verify,” she said. 
   For those who do venture into the water, try not to get any water in your mouth, and wash your hands before you eat. 
   Beauchamp said she doesn’t anticipate that the problem will get worse, but instead will probably die down on its own. 
   “The numbers are pretty consistent, so it’s not like it’s increasing in number,” she said. 
   Next week, the department will test the water again to see if the levels have subsided. If they have, the signs will be removed and the warning dropped. 


