This is a printer friendly version of an article from www.heraldtribune.com
To print this article open the file menu and choose Print.


Article published Oct 6, 2006

Vaccine is free for Medicare Part B recipients at all locations.
Plenty of vaccine for flu season

By PATRINA A. BOSTIC

patrina.bostic@heraldtribune.com
Local health officials in Charlotte, Sarasota and Manatee counties say there's no shortage of flu vaccine this year and people should take advantage of the record number of doses by getting their shots early.

For the past two years, a shortage of the vaccine limited the number of people who could get the shot and caused long lines throughout the country.

In fact, the number of available doses this year gave the Florida Department of Health the opportunity to recommend that residents 50 and older, rather than 65 and older, get the vaccine.

Health officials urge that other high-risk people, including babies six months and older, health care workers and people with chronic illnesses, get the flu vaccine.

"We will have plenty of vaccine. There will be no reason for people to get in a line at 3 a.m.," said Jeanne Wyman, nursing director with the Charlotte County Health Department.

Health officials also recommend that families with newborns be vaccinated because the babies are too young to receive the shot but need to be protected in their own homes.

Vaccine manufacturers are expecting to produce more that 100 million doses of influenza vaccines between now and January. That's 19 million more shots than distributed last year, according to the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

A fifth seasonal flu vaccine gained federal approval Thursday, further boosting the record levels of doses available for the upcoming influenza season.

The Food and Drug Administration said it approved FluLaval in part by relying on safety data from Canada, where the vaccine has been available since 2001. The vaccine is made by Id Biomedical Corp., a Canadian company purchased by the British pharmaceutical company GlaxoSmithKline PLC in 2005.

In 2004, production problems at one manufacturer caused severe shortages of shots.

"There are no restrictions this year because there is a big supply of vaccine," said Susan Goffard, community adult immunization coordinator for the Sarasota County Health Department.

Goffard said Sarasota's health department worked with the Sarasota Flu and Pneumonia Coalition to plan 350 flu shot clinics in October and November. The county has ordered enough vaccine for tens of thousands of shots.

Charlotte County has ordered 6,000 vaccine doses, 3,000 more than last year. Sandi Anderson, immunization manager and supervisor for the Manatee County Health Department, said her office has ordered 15,000 doses, which she expects to receive next week. Last year, the department received about 13,000.
_____

The Associated Press contributed to this report.
