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[image: image2.png]Florida Governor Jeb Bush, center, dances with Fort Charlotte residents and weekly Fun With Music class attendees
Ann Rigaud, left, and Ethel Augustino during a visit to the Cultural Center of Charlotte County Monday. Bush was
stumping for congressional candidate Joe Negron in Charlotte County.
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Congressional candidate Joe Negron, far right, watches as Registered Nurse Angela O’Driscoll injects Florida Gov. Jeb Bush with the influenza vaccine Monday at the Cultural Center of Charlotte County. 
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SUN PHOTO BY SARAH COWARD, scoward@sun-herald.com “I barely felt it,” says Punta Gorda resident Mary Cooper as she speaks to Charlotte County Health Department registered nurse Kathleen Kaloski after getting her yearly influenza shot at the Cultural Center of Charlotte County Monday.

By NEIL HUGHES STAFF WRITER 
PORT CHARLOTTE — Gov. Jeb Bush wants to prevent Democratic control of Congress — and the spread of the flu. 
Bush killed two birds with one stone Monday, campaigning for U.S. House candidate Joe Negron, as well as getting a flu shot at the Cultural Center of Charlotte County. 
Prior to Bush’s arrival, a lone protester bearing a sign was arrested after refusing to leave. 
The governor told about 100 Republican Party loyalists and members that it’s important to get out the vote for Negron against Democrat Tim Mahoney. 
“This is a huge race,” he said. “You’re going to elect someone who has the skills necessary to be a great leader in Washington. But you’re also going to elect someone who is a solid, limited-government conservative who will work like a dog for you all.” 
Negron made an effort to distance himself from Mark Foley, the disgraced former representative who resigned after inappropriate sexual conversations with teenage congressional pages were made public. Negron has replaced Foley as the Republican in the race, but balloting laws mean Foley’s name will remain on the ballot come Nov. 7. 
“This election is not a referendum on Mark Foley,” Negron said. “Mark Foley is not in Congress. He has withdrawn from the race.” 
Before his speech, the governor toured the facilities at the Cultural Center — the first time he had done so since he visited in the weeks following Hurricane Charley. 
It was the first day flu shots were available from the Charlotte County Health Department, and Bush took advantage of the opportunity. 
Angela O’Driscoll, the nurse who administered the shot on the governor, said the impromptu treatment left her at a loss for words when Bush asked the benefits of getting a flu shot. 
“My mind went totally blank,” she said. 
Bush said the shot didn’t hurt one bit. 
“That was the best flu shot I’ve ever had,” he said. 
The governor said his tour of the Cultural Center brought back a number of memories for him. 
“With the people that I got to meet during the 2004 storms, the people of Charlotte County were unbelievable,” he said. 
He said seeing the progress that the residents of Charlotte County have made since Charley is a testament to the will of people within the community. 
“People roll up their sleeves and take care of friends,” he said. 
Bush praised Negron as a man of integrity and values, and even said he was impressed that Negron had amassed campaign pamphlets and stickers in such a short time frame. Negron’s five-week campaign kickstarted just weeks ago after Foley resigned. 
Negron told supporters that Florida can be proud of what its government has done and how it runs. 
“I think Washington, frankly, could learn some lessons from Florida,” Negron said. 
But change in Florida’s government will come next year, as Bush has about two months remaining on his second and final term as governor. He became emotional as he thanked his supporters for entrusting him with the state of Florida. 
“For the last eight years, you’ve allowed me to serve, and it’s the best thing that you’ve done,” he said. 
Before the governor and Negron arrived at Monday’s event, one man was arrested for trespassing after protesting in front of the Cultural Center. 
Robert Moran held a sign that read, “Dumb men start wars” on one side, and “Guided by God, George and Osama” on the other. 
“My First Amendment rights are being taken away from me,” Moran said as he was placed in a Sheriff’s Office vehicle. “All I had was a sign up.” 
You can e-mail Neil Hughes at nhughes@sun-herald.com. 
