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	Health Department comes up short of flu shots for clinics 

By ALYSSA SCHNUGG STAFF WRITER 

   This year’s flu shots seem to be abundant for national companies, but the Charlotte County Health Department is having a hard time getting its hands on them. 


   “We ordered 6,500 but only got 1,300,” said health department nursing director Jeanne Wyman Wednesday. “We used up what we had at our last clinic.” 


The Health Department administered flu shots Monday at the Cultural Center of Charlotte County. Wyman said the next shipment of flu shots are expected “any day.” “Don’t worry if you get your shot in the end of October or beginning of November,” Wyman said. “Our flu season doesn’t peak here until January or February.” 


Wyman said it takes two weeks for the shot to become effective.   “If we lived up north, I’d say it was best to get the shot early,” she said. “But there is plenty of time yet.” 


   People can call their local clinics to find out when the shots are available. In Port Charlotte, call 941-255-7424; in Punta Gorda, 941-639-1181; and in Englewood, 941-474-3240. 


   In the meantime, those with cash or Medicare can get their shots at the Port Charlotte Town Center mall. People on Medicaid have to get their shots through the Health Department.   Clinical Mobility is offering flu shots from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays through Nov. 4 at the mall.  Clinical Mobility President Kirby Ryan said this year’s national supply is up 15 million from last year, with about 110 million vaccinations being shipped across the county.   “In the last three years, this will be best of the three years as far as availability goes,” he said Wednesday. “Some local places may have a delay, but there is no need to panic.”   Ryan recommends getting the shot as soon as it is available.  “Take advantage of when they are offered,” he said.   Clinical Mobility is expected to offer 300,000 flu shots in 28 states across the county. 


Ryan said there could also be a delay in pediatric vaccines.  “We will give shots to children from 4 to 18 as long as it’s not their first flu shot,” he said.  The cost of the shot is $30 for flu shots and $40 for pneumonia shots. They are available on a first-come, first-served basis at the mall clinics. Prescriptions are not necessary. Medicare recipients who are not members of a Medicare HMO can receive the shots free with a valid Medicare card. 


