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Charlotte Residents Headed To The Moon

December 13, 2006

By Judd Cribbs

Charlotte County - 

The Charlotte County Health Department is sending residents to the moon.

The CCHD, as part of Florida's statewide health initiative, challenged county residents to walk enough miles to reach the moon (238,857 miles). Participants are given pedometers to track their steps. They can also bike or swim and those distances will be transferred into miles. 

So far 22 teams, a total of about 1,200 residents, are marching spaceward and have racked up an impressive 128,000 miles since the launch in February. 

"We plan to land on the moon on July 20th, 2007," says the CCHD's Scot Hoverman, "which would correspond with the first moon landing on July 20th, 1969. As we go on, we might think about a return trip to Earth or maybe we can go to Mars now."

Teams have been joining up since the beginning, with a new team just signing on from a nearby community. Says Murray Chantler, "I find you look at your pedometer and check it out and you think, 'I've only done 4,000 steps. I better get going. Get out there and get some more."

For more information on the "Walk To the Moon" program, call 941-639-1181 extension 254.
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