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INTERESTED?

WHAT: Ribbon cutting and open house
WHEN : 1:30 p.m. today
WHERE: Charlotte County Health Department, 6868 San Casa Blvd., Englewood
CLINIC HOURS: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. Appointments suggested.
INFORMATION: 474-3249

Englewood health clinic expands

Today's open house to show off $30,000 redesign of facility

By ALISON POSNER

alison.posner@heraldtribune.com
Most people who walk in the door of the Charlotte County Heath Department clinic in Englewood are there for flu shots. But the opening of a $30,000 redesign of the clinic means an expansion in services.

Clinical Manager Chris Ziegler said Tuesday that most people aren't aware Englewood even has a health clinic.  "It's the best-kept secret," he said.

Charlotte County Health Department Administrator Steven Mitnick wants the community to know that the remodeled clinic, which celebrates its new form with an open house today, also offers primary care, family planning, women's health and the Women and Infant and Children Supplemental Nutritional Program.

In addition, St. Vincent de Paul Community Pharmacy will soon set up shop to offer affordable medications based on income.  "We wanted to create a one-stop shop," Mitnick said.

Mitnick said the clinic expects a surge in the number of patients, who now average 25 daily by appointment. Walk-ins may have to wait.

The clinic is fully staffed, with a doctor and nurses on duty during regular clinic hours Monday through Friday.

Theony Katsiamakis, who handles office duty, recalled the drab look of the clinic a year ago, describing mismatched cabinets, dented walls, exposed wires, paperwork piled high and memos taped to the walls.

"If you walked in here a year and a half ago, you'd know exactly how I felt," she said.

"Clutter, it was everywhere. You name it, it was here, even if it didn't look like it belonged."

Now, old carpets have been replaced with tile floors, walls are freshly painted and there are new exam rooms.

Nursing Director Jeanne Wyman said that she hopes the new look and expanded services can help offset the false perception that the health department is only a place for poor people.

"We are a real health-care facility," she said.

Although the goal is to serve those who are under- or uninsured, Wyman said, the clinic accepts Medicare and Medicaid.

Prices are based on a sliding scale and financial screenings to meet the criteria are available onsite.

Mitnick said that his primary concern is to make the clinic convenient for people.  "First thing was to get the facility into condition where I can start to do that," Mitnick said.
 







