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	OUR VIEW 

Doctors push opportunities for uninsured 



   Charlotte County ranks second in the state of Florida for the number of people who have no health insurance. As bad as that sounds, when you consider the fact that most of those people are employed it makes the scenario even more critical.

 
   The high number of families without health insurance is not just their problem. It is a concern for everyone who lives here because the uninsured clog up our emergency rooms for ailments as simple as the flu. A lack of medical attention has also led to an outbreak of Hepatitis C in Charlotte County that ranks us seventh in the state for the number of reported cases. Hepatitis C is highly contagious and affects the entire community because of the impact on our labor force and the cost of treatment — $30,000 a year per person just for the prescriptions needed. 


   Drs. Mark Asperilla and David Klein, and their colleagues in the Charlotte County Medical Society, are fighting to provide health care for the uninsured. 


   Thanks to the Medical Society, the state and the County Commission, there are a number of programs being developed that will help alleviate the problem. 


   First, a plan is being put in place to expand hours at two Health Department offices in Charlotte County — on Grace Street in Punta Gorda and the Promenades mall in Port Charlotte. Within six months, thanks to volunteer doctors and state and local funding, the health department will be open on Saturdays and until 9 p.m. weekdays to take some of the burden off emergency rooms. 


   Hospitals have already begun a referral program where emergency room patients with ailments that are not deemed serious can be sent to the health department or other free clinics. 


   Another key element in the plan to help uninsured families is an expansion of the St. Vincent DePaul Pharmacy. The pharmacy, which dispenses free medicine, is opening a second location in Englewood with plans for a third in DeSoto County. 


   St. Vincent DePaul is staffed by six volunteer pharmacists and 120 other volunteers who stock up on samples supplied by local physicians and free drugs donated by some pharmaceutical companies. 


   Anyone without health insurance will qualify for aid with illness or injuries. How much — if anything — they pay will be determined on a sliding scale depending on their income. 


   Some of the details and exact hours of operation for the new St. Vincent DePaul locations and Health Department clinics have yet to be announced. But, Asperilla and Klein expect everything to be online in about six months. The state will break ground soon for a health department building on Loveland Boulevard that will be completed in two years — giving the medical community another facility from which to operate. 


   We applaud all the good doctors in Charlotte County who give so generously of their time and expertise to help people who often cannot pay for needed services. The state and County Commission can take a bow too for their attention to the problem. 

	


