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	Health department to celebrate grand reopening 


   Hearing people talk about Hurricane Charley and the destruction it left behind in the same breath is not unusual in Charlotte County. Many people suffered the wrath of this hurricane, losing their homes and personal belongings. 
   We learned first-hand what the force of a Category 4 hurricane can do to buildings and trees, while at the same time we learned what the force of the human spirit can do to rally a community together. 
   The Charlotte County Health Department lost a majority of its facilities to Hurricane Charley, including its main building in Punta Gorda. This was a devastating blow to the community because many citizens associated it as the heart of public health in Charlotte County because they and their families received services there over the years. Furthermore, the staff who worked for this proud organization were working in a special needs shelter caring for some of the most vulnerable of our population. 
   As if this by itself wasn’t hard enough, they also had to deal with the challenge of the building’s toilets overflowing and the roof leaking while Hurricane Charley was bearing down. In spite of all this the staff kept parking lot using mobile clinics and a large tent. 
   That day, August 13, 2004, we learned what destruction really look like; however, every day after that we learned what the human spirit could achieve when pressed into action. 
   At 10 a.m. Tuesday, the Charlotte County Health Department at 514 E. Grace St. in Punta Gorda is having a grand reopening and ribbon-cutting ceremony at its newly renovated facility. This is a special ceremony for it is not simply about reopening a building, but rather it is to honor and thank all of the people in Charlotte County who continued to work and care for their community despite their personal loss, to all of the fine people from across the state who gave of their time unselfishly to help this community, and lastly to say that the guardian of public health is back and stronger than ever in Charlotte County. 
   You are invited to attend this community celebration honoring the spirit of what people can do to improve the lives of others and to continue moving forward in making Charlotte County a great community to live in. focused on assuring that those sheltered were properly cared for and safe, all the while wondering if their own family members were safe and if they had a house to return to. Needless to say that when some of the staff returned home they found nothing but rubble; fortunately no one was seriously injured. 
   No sooner did the winds die down than Florida Department of Health employees from across the state converged on Charlotte County to relieve the CCHD staff, to assure that the food and water we consumed was safe, and to quickly get clinic services back into operation. These people left their families and the comfort of their homes to stay for an extended period of time to help Charlotte County get back onto its feet. Sister health departments not only provided staff but equipment as well, and in short order established a clinic in the Punta Gorda 
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Steven Mitnick 
   Mitnick is administrator of the Charlotte County Health Department. 




