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	NEWS BRIEFS 


Health Department reopening    

On Aug. 13, 2004, Hurricane Charley destroyed nearly all of the Charlotte County Health Department’s facilities. It also turned the CCHD staff from rescuers to victims, and many Florida Department of Health employees from across the state responded quickly, said Steven Mitnick, CCHD administrator. These DOH employees left their family and friends behind for long periods of time, all the while working in primitive conditions to help put an injured community and CHD back on its feet. Since the main facility in Punta Gorda was no longer habitable, a makeshift clinic and other public health services were delivered from under a tent in CCHD’s parking lot until manufactured homes and other trailers replaced it, Mitnick said. 
   Now, nearly two years later, the rehab of the main building is almost complete, and a grand reopening will be held at 10 a.m. today to honor all those who helped Charlotte County and CCHD during its time of need post-Charley. There will be a ribbon-cutting, other ceremonies, food available and tours from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at 514 E. Grace St., Punta Gorda. For more information, call 941-639-1181. 




