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Sallie Jones Elementary School Choir members, from left: Barbara Ann Wikoff, 9, Ella Sagarese, 9, and Gina Castaldi, 9, sing at the reopen- ing of the Charlotte County Health Department's Punta Gorda office Tuesday. The original clinic was damaged in Hurricane Charley.

INTERESTED?

Charlotte County Health Department clinic locations:
[image: image1.jpg]charlotte county Health Department Ioeatlons

Chatlotte
Harber

STAFF MAP / JENNIFER F. A. BORRESEN.




Punta Gorda
514 E. Grace St.
Phone: 639-1181

Port Charlotte Promenades Mall
3280 Tamiami Trail, Suite 27
Phone: 255-7424

Englewood
6868 San Casa Road

West Charlotte County Administration Building
Phone: 474-3240

Trailer days ending for clinic

In March, patients will be seen at the renovated site

By PATRINA A. BOSTIC

patrina.bostic@heraldtribune.com
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PUNTA GORDA -- It has been difficult offering medical care out of trailers to patients for the past two and a half years, but the Charlotte County Health Department in Punta Gorda made it work.

Sonia Batts, a technician, helped run a lab out of a kitchen in one trailer.

Christie Fernandez, an interview clerk, screened patients for financial assistance in a laundry room in a trailer.

Those days are just about over.

The health department held a reopening ceremony Tuesday in a 9,000-square-foot, $1.4 million renovated facility. The staff will begin seeing patients there in early March.

Providers will be able to see about 60 primary care patients a day, and administer immunizations and pregnancy tests to about 30 others.

The Punta Gorda location, like the clinic in Englewood, will partner with St. Vincent de Paul Community Pharmacy at each site to provide affordable prescription medications. The Englewood clinic opened in January.

A hepatitis C clinic also is planned to operate out of the Punta Gorda facility.

Health Department Administrator Steven Mitnick described the new office as a one-stop clinic for primary care, immunizations, Women, Infants and Children nutritional program services, HIV counseling and testing, family planning and even birth and death certificates.

The center accepts Medicaid and Medicare.

Mitnick said he wanted to create an atmosphere where patients would feel welcome and would want to return for follow-up visits. The walls are a crisp tan that looks like soft yellow against blue-trimmed doors and furniture.

"We wanted warm, friendly and cheery designs," Mitnick said.

Jeanne Wyman, nursing director at the center, said the clinic is looking into accepting private health insurance.

Patients now are seen on a sliding scale based on income. Services could be free for some of the lowest-income residents.

Wyman said the department is in the process of hiring a female nurse practitioner to perform gynecological exams for those who prefer a woman in the exam room.

She said many people aren't aware that the health department performs vasectomy and a sterilization procedure for women as well.

Wyman turned her attention to the excitement around her as people toured the facility. "They are going to come here and know they are just as important as the next person," she said.

The staff feels it, too.

"I'm so thrilled to have my lab back," Batts said.

