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Charlotte health clinic ready to reopen doors
Center, damaged by Charley, holds open house

By Pete Skiba
pskiba@news-press.com 
Originally posted on January 31, 2007
Stricken with epilepsy, Mike Stein withstood crowds and long lines to get his medication at a temporary trailer after Hurricane Charley mauled the Punta Gorda Clinic on Aug. 13, 2004. 

But he should have an easier time soon as the Charlotte County Health Department gets ready to reopen the $1.5 million, rehabilitated clinic at 514 E. Grace St.

The 11,000-square-foot facility expects its final certificate of occupancy in two weeks, said Herman Velasco, county environmental administrator. Health care professionals could begin to move in by the end of February.

The department conducted an open house with speeches, music and food Tuesday to celebrate.

“I thought I’d stop by and see what the new place looks like — it looks good,” said Stein, 45. “The trailer was packed with people all the time. I’ve been getting meds here since 1993. They’ve got the seizures under control, but I have to come here.”

The clinic’s rehabilitation took 31 months.

“The original design was going to restore it to the way it was back in the ’60s,” said Steven Mitnick, Charlotte County Health Department administrator. “It would have had more administrative offices. I stopped construction when I became administrator October 2005.”

The new design features clinical intake offices, exam rooms, treatment rooms and nursing offices. There also is a laboratory, conference room and plenty of space for files and audio-visual equipment. 



