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Interested?

WHAT: Punta Gorda bike rack donations.
WHEN: Until donors have claimed all racks.
WHERE: City Hall, 326 W. Marion St.
COST: Estimated at about $260 each.
INFORMATION: 575-3319

Punta Gorda plans to install bicycle racks

Officials hope to make the community more pedestrian- and bicycle-friendly.

By PATRINA A. BOSTIC

patrina.bostic@heraldtribune.com


PUNTA GORDA -- The City Council is out to reinvent Punta Gorda's lifestyle and image.
The council plans to install 42 bicycle racks within the Community Redevelopment Area to make the town more pedestrian- and bicycle-friendly.

The announcement Wednesday came on the heels of the mayor's commitment to work toward providing bike trails through the city that could possibly connect with the proposed riverwalk.  He also said he's going forward on plans to provide Wi-Fi -- wireless Internet access -- to the town. And mooring fields are in the works, too.

"That engine has been on the side track, and is now on the main track, and we are picking up speed," said Councilman Harvey Goldberg. "These improvements will make our city more accessible to our residents and visitors for anyone who wants to enjoy the wonderful outdoor climate we have here year around."  The council approved spending up to $25,200 to purchase the racks and have them installed.

The city's regulations require new developments to install bicycle racks for commercial and multifamily developments. The City Council plans to install racks at existing businesses and other locations.  The racks will be placed in numerous locations, including Laishley Park, the government center, Herald Court, Martin Luther King Boulevard, Cooper Street Recreational Center and Gilchrist Park.

City officials hope that providing the racks will help create a healthier lifestyle for residents by encouraging them to pedal instead of drive.  They also see the racks as an opportunity for people without transportation to run errands or get to events.

The installation and rack cost is estimated at $600 each. Residents, civic organizations and businesses can donate about $260 dollars toward the cost of a rack and have their names attached. The vintage-style racks also would bear a city logo.

Former Mayor Steve Fabian said he would be the first in line to donate money for one of the racks.  After his announcement, other residents wanted to join in. City Attorney Dave Levin offered to pay for one, followed by Goldberg and Councilwoman Marilyn-Smith Mooney.

"I'll take the fifth one," said Claire Phelen, widow of former Councilman David Phelen, who died of pancreatic cancer.  Goldberg said the city is changing. He said that, within the next five years, it would not be the same.

"It will be one of the most wonderful small towns in the country," he said, "with its own unique character, charm, culture and image."

