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	Nationwide salmonella scare has local implications 

By NEIL HUGHES STAFF WRITER 


   A nationwide salmonella scare has had local implications, as a number of local hospitals faced an influx of concerned peanut butter eaters over the weekend. 
   Lillian Gomes, epidemiology nurse for the Charlotte County Department of Health, said every local emergency room has seen local residents arrive, concerned that they had contracted the salmonella bacteria from Peter Pan-brand Conagra peanut butter. 
   There have been no positive tests for salmonella yet, she said. 
   “They have tested negative for salmonella,” Gomes said. “And we have had a lot of those.” 
   Whatever John Pirtle III has, it’s more serious than most who thought they had salmonella poisoning. 
   Pirtle was admitted into the Charlotte Regional Medical Center Friday after he experienced stomach pains and digestion problems for a few days. He had been eating peanut butter and jelly sandwiches at his new construction job for three weeks. 
   He said the doctors told him they believe he has salmonella poisoning, and are treating him as such, but the bacteria’s presence cannot be confirmed until test results return. 
   Pirtle said he just wants to get out of the hospital, where he’s been on an intravenous drip for days. 
   “It’s getting to a point where it’s kind of aggravating,” Pirtle said. “I want to go home.” 
   What the doctors can confirm is some type of serious infection, so he expects to remain on antibiotics for a few more days. 
   After he began to feel sick, he and his family checked the label, and it was found to be one of the affected jars. The FDA has recommended that jars of both Peter Pan and Great Value, a Wal-Mart brand, bearing product codes on the lid beginning with “2111” and dating back to May 2006 should be thrown out. 
   Salmonella poisoning typically isn’t very serious for normally healthy people, Gomes said. But the elderly and children should show concern. 
   “Unfortunately, if you have some problem with your immune system or you’re elderly or really young, there can be a problem that you need to get rehydration,” she said. 
   Common symptoms include vomiting, diarrhea and dehydration. 
   Having experienced all of those symptoms in the past week, Pirtle said he plans to change his daily lunch whenever he gets back to work. 
   “I think I’m going to switch to ham or baloney or something,” he said. “No more peanut butter and jelly for me.” 
   You can e-mail Neil Hughes at nhughes@sun-herald.com. 


