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	OUR VIEW 

Health care is available for those in need 

OUR POSITION: County health agencies have programs for everyone, but especially for those who don’t think they can afford primary care. 
   If you don’t have a decent income, or if you have a poor insurance plan or no health insurance at all, routine health care may be a low priority. That’s a bad thing. As everyone knows, nothing is more important than your health. And that’s regardless of your income or the quality of your insurance coverage. Still, it’s no surprise that people will put off routine health care because they’re afraid it might bust the family budget. It’s human nature. But it doesn’t have to be that way. A recent article by staff writer Steven M. Smith about an Englewood Agency Roundtable noted the many health care services offered to area residents regardless of ability to pay. It’s critical for everyone to pay attention. 
   Kathy Roach, the administrator of Englewood Helping Hand, noted, “We have a great number of families with children who don’t have insurance and don’t realize they do have a primary care option in the health department.” 
   They do. 
   The Charlotte County Health Department provides many low-cost or free services at the county administration building on San Casa Road. 
   The Health Department operates a primary care clinic (by appointment) and offers childhood immunization and annual physicals. Family planning services are offered, as are pregnancy tests and birth control for women. 
   The county also offers HIV tests, counseling and education. County employees stressed that everyone is eligible and fees were assessed on a sliding scale. For information, the phone number is 941-474-3240. Sarasota County offers most of the same services at offices in South Venice and North Port. It’s a bit more of a drive, but it’s worth it. There’s something for everyone, employees said. As with Charlotte County, the children’s immunization program is federally funded and open to all. School physicals and family planning services are available. Primary care is provided at clinics for adults and children. Wellness clinics are open for those who are eligible. Sarasota County also offers obstetrical services for qualified women. There is hepatitis, tuberculosis and HIV screening. 
   The county does not offer emergency services, but pediatric care is available on a same-day or next-day basis. 
   The South Venice office is on Tamiami Trail near Manatee Community College. Call 941-861-3300 for information. 
   In North Port, the office is on Pan American Drive. Call 941-548-0100. 
   In addition, the WIC program offers healthy food to qualified families with young children. Call the health departments for information. 
   And the St. Vincent de Paul Community Pharmacy of Charlotte County can provide free or low-cost prescription medicine for those who qualify. 
   Don’t let a low income or poor insurance be an excuse not to take care of your family’s health. There’s help out there, and it’s easy to find it. 


