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	COMMUNITY CALENDAR 

All phone number area codes are 941 unless otherwise indicated. 
TODAY EVENTS    
Charlotte County Health Department will have a celebration Moon Landing party from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Franz Ross Park, Quesada Boulevard, Port Charlotte. This is a ’60s themed family day, costumes optional (prizes for the best male and female costume), light snacks, drinks, tie dye, flower power and music of the era, as well as games and event for all ages. 
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	In Your Corner - David Morris 

Reader asks: What’s that lump in my pasta? 


   ‘Ipurchased two boxes of Mueller’s corkscrew pasta at Publix last week. While stirring the pasta, I discovered a dark lump. I removed the lump but could not determine what this was. No one ate any of the pasta. My husband called Mueller’s three times leaving messages, and finally someone returned his call. The rep said she would send an envelope and to mail the lump to them. We received the envelope along with five coupons. Our question is, should we trust the company to look into this problem? With all the consumer recalls we are not sure what to do, and by sending the lump back we have no proof of what was in the box. We are not looking for anything in return, we just want to know the matter will be looked into.” — Beverly Bahm, Port Charlotte 
   Between infected spinach, peanut butter, toothpaste, seafood, pork, poultry and most recently, pet food tainted by contaminated wheat gluten from China, our nation’s food supply seems to be under attack. Capitol Hill hearings last week had the FDA under fire for failing to be America’s food safety net. NBC News reports FDA inspections have dropped from 50,000 in 1972 to only 5,000 last year. Although 25,000 foreign shipments come into 326 ports each day, NBC News says the FDA staffs only 91 of them and checks just 1 percent of imported food and drugs. 
   Beverly, with that backdrop, it’s not surprising that you were concerned. 
   Mueller’s is owned by American Italian Pasta, the largest maker of dry pasta in North America. Besides supplying to Kraft and General Mills, its other retail brands include Golden Grain, Heartland, Anthony’s, R&F, Ronco, Luxury, Martha Gooch, Pennsylvania Dutch and Mrs. Grass. 
   The letter you received from Effie Scott of their consumer affairs division noted that the company “produces pasta in state-ofthe-art facilities with the highest regard for consumer food safety and quality.” Scott promised you “any reported dissatisfaction receives an investigation with appropriate corrective and/or preventative action.” 
   That’s responsible. 
   So why am I recommending you take the sample back to the Publix store where you purchased the pasta? 
   Because Publix will traceably ship the sample to American Italian Pasta overnight. And because they’re a $22 billion company operating more than 900 stores in five states, they have a little more leverage than you and can guarantee a quick response. 
   “Publix is focused on quality and customer service,” says Publix’s Shannon Patten. “Our corporate quality assurance team is there to assure quality and food safety.” 
   In addition, Patten says that by bringing the foreign material back to the store, preferably in its original packaging, store managers can go to the shelves and inspect other packages with the same lot code. If they find any problems, they can immediately pull the product and notify other area stores. That quick action could prevent others from possible health hazards. 
   Regardless, they then send the material to the manufacturer just as you could. The difference is “we want to stay involved,” Patten said. 
   I like the idea of an “800-pound gorilla” standing behind me. And that should answer your question whether the matter will be looked into. 
   If you suspect you’ve eaten contaminated food, make sure you keep a timeline of everything you ate and when you ate it. That can help in the determination of the origin of the contaminated food. Don’t throw out any suspect packages or containers. 
   If health concerns warrant, you should also call the Charlotte County Health Department’s epidemiology section at 941-639-1181, ext. 224 or Environmental Health at 941-743-1266. Garrett Allshouse, director of the epidemiology section says, “We want to hear from the community, as they are our eyes and ears out there.” 
   The Division of Food Safety of the Florida Agriculture and Consumer Services Department is also there for help by calling 800-HELPFLA. Liz Compton says, “We’ll send an inspector out to investigate any problem related to processed, bagged or boxed food items, but not loose produce.” Restaurants do not fall under its jurisdiction. 
   Do you have a consumer issue or problem? Contact In Your Corner, c/o the Sun, 23170 Harborview Road, Port Charlotte, FL 33980 or e-mail inyourcorner@ sun-herald.com. 




