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	Septic tank inspections discussed 

By PAMELA STAIK STAFF WRITER 


   Charlotte County commissioners voted Tuesday to give the Department of Health the power to make sure septic tank vendors of aerobic treatment unit septic tanks are doing their jobs. 


   According to County Administrator Bruce Loucks, the Health Department had been getting complaints from customers that ATU vendors were not inspecting sewage tanks as regularly as they should. 


   ATUs, he said, use a smaller drain field than gravity septic tanks, and they use an electric motor that processes waste matter faster than regular tanks. 


   Loucks said ATU tank inspections are supposed to occur twice a year because when the septic system malfunctions, “bad bacteria” from raw sewage goes directly into the ground. 


   Because this is an issue of public health, Loucks said the Health Department needed to have “more teeth to enforce the inspections from vendors.” 


   Environmental Health Administrator Herman Velasco said the ATUs are problematic.   “If we have to live with them, we need to have the power to regulate them,” he said. “But I urge the board to do whatever it can so that the Health Department does not put any more in Charlotte County.” 


   The board’s unanimous vote came as part of an ordinance of the county’s Manchester Lock Removal Permit. The lock was installed to prevent the free flow of runoff water into Charlotte Harbor. 


   Loucks said the county asked the state to remove the lock, and the state required the county to inspect and regulate the Manchester area ATUs to make sure they were not malfunctioning. 


   Because officials intervened in the maintenance inspections of the Manchester area’s ATUs, an idea was proposed to take the initiative countywide. 


   However, due to comprehensive-plan requirements, the board did not want to make a decision Tuesday about regulations on where ATUs could be placed within the county without the approval of the Department of Community Affairs. 


   “I think that we need to do a little more homework and make sure that we are not going to be in the (cross hairs) of the Department of Community Affairs,” Commissioner Adam Cummings said. 


   The board will make a decision at a later date regarding the placement regulations of ATUs in the county.   Commissioner Tom Moore was on vacation and did not attend Tuesday’s meeting. 


   You can e-mail Pamela Staik at pstaik@sun-herald.com. 


