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	Health department role in serving county residents overlooked 

Steven Mitnick 
Steven Mitnick is the administrator of the Charlotte County Health Department. 
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   In his Sept.1 column, Dr. Asperilla said that the only health-care safety net in Charlotte County was the emergency rooms. This, however, does not give credit to the wonderful generosity of the people of Charlotte County who for decades have assured that people of all ages, regardless of their ability to pay have ready access to primary care and specialty care services at the Charlotte County Health Department. With four full-time clinicians, several part time clinicians, and many nurses and support staff your health department cared for over 13,269 people for 31,015 visits at its three clinic sites over the past 12 months. Some of the services we deliver to children and adults include health screenings and physical exams for school, sports and work. We also provide treatment for acute diseases like coughs, colds, and ear infections, and treatment for chronic diseases like diabetes and high blood pressure. Our immunization program administered 9,722 shots to vaccinate 3,929 children and adults. 
   We also provide for free, regardless of income, childhood vaccines for those less than 19 years old and birth control methods (birth control pills, Depo Provera, intrauterine devices, condoms, and more) to those who participate in our family planning program. For those who qualify, some medications are available for free, which accounted for $304,190 in free drugs through our Compassionate Care Drug Program last year. 
   Some of the specialty clinics we offer include treatment of pre-cervical cancer, HIV, hepatitis C, and vasectomies. 
   The cost of receiving medical services at the health department is very affordable, as most services are charged on a sliding scale fee, which is based upon income. The health department also accepts Medicaid. 
   If you, or someone you know needs healthcare services, or if you just want to learn more about our clinic services, please call us in Punta Gorda at 639-1181, in Port Charlotte at 255-7424, or in Englewood at 474-3240, or visit our web site at www.CharlotteCHD.com. 


