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	Health care in Charlotte County: The rest of the story 

Pat Garriton and Paul Ringenberger 
   Pat Garriton is the executive director of the Charlotte County Medical Society and Dr. Paul D. Ringenberger is executive director of the St. Vincent de Paul Community Pharmacy. 


   Make no mistake about it, the Charlotte County Medical Society and St. Vincent de Paul Community Pharmacy believes the Charlotte County Health Department provides invaluable services to the residents of the county. However in a recent article submitted by the administrator, Steven Mitnick, a few errors of omission occurred. 
   True the Health Department supports and administers several fine clinics, such as the Hepatitis C Clinic — called The Hope Clinic — and the HIV/Aids Clinic. Funding for the Hope Clinic was generated through the efforts of the Charlotte County Medical Society, which coordinates payments and provides financial oversight and management. What wasn’t mentioned was the fact that these two clinics were inspired and created by two area physicians, namely Dr. Mark Asperilla and Dr. David Klein. 
   No, they don’t need more accolades or attention. After all, they have been recognized at the local, state and national level for their contributions to helping the poor and uninsured. 
   However both physicians have connections to our respective organizations and not only have they been the driving force in getting the Health Department to respond to critical needs, they’ve also been responsible for motivating our respective not-for-profit organizations to get even more involved with community health care. 
   You see, it takes teamwork to get things done. In the case of The Hope Clinic, the Charlotte County Medical Society has actively recruited volunteer physicians to donate their time to assist those with Hepatitis C. In the case of The Hope Clinic with St. Vincent de Paul Community Pharmacy, it was Dr. Asperilla and Dr. Klein who involved the organization to provide patient advocates to assist in securing the expensive interferon drugs for patients, as well as the support medications needed to treat the side effects produced by those drugs. 
   Today as a joint venture between the Medical Society and the Community Pharmacy it is once again “Batman & Robin” leading the charge to establish a Community Health Clinic. Isn’t this duplication of services? In two words: absolutely not. In the first place, the Community Health Clinic will be set up to operate after hours and on weekends. Secondly, the cost effectiveness stems from the Volunteers in Medicine approach that taps into the retired health professional community to come out of retirement and practice medicine the way it should be — thus the name ‘Volunteers’ in medicine. And thirdly, it’s the VIM approach to providing health services which emphasizes a “culture of caring.” 
   And what is this “culture of caring?” Here is the essence of the Volunteer in Medicine approach in their own words: 
   “The ‘Culture of Caring’ is the heart and soul of our clinic. It is based on an ethical standard in medicine that was once practiced and should be again. How people are treated during a visit to the clinic is as important as the medical care they receive. Those who come to our clinic are good people in need of help. Surviving on limited resources, they often exhibit great courage simply trying to get through each day.” 
   “Our ‘Culture of Caring’ recognizes the strengths of those in need and respects their dignity. We seek to heal not only physical illnesses, but also the injury caused by bias, prejudice and indifference. Policies and procedures for implementing and maintaining the ‘Culture of Caring’ have been established and are a required component of VIM Clinics.” 
   And that’s why we are putting together a community health clinic. After all, Dr. Klein and Dr. Asperilla wouldn’t have it any other way. Nor would the Charlotte County Medical Society or the St. Vincent de Paul Community Pharmacy. That’s what good teamwork is all about. 


