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	New Port Charlotte health facility gets early approval 

By NEIL HUGHES STAFF WRITER 


   PORT CHARLOTTE — Early plans for a new statefunded health facility earned an OK Thursday from the Charlotte County Development Review Committee. 
   The proposed Charlotte County Health Department facility on Loveland Boulevard in Port Charlotte would provide direct services for the community as well as housing administrative offices, said Stephen Mitnick, health department administrator. 
   Mitnick said the health department has needed more space ever since its building in Port Charlotte was severely damaged by Hurricane Charley. Compounding the problem, the need for care in the county has grown at a rapid pace. 
   “We are currently operating out of a facility there that is a fraction of the size of what it was before, and so we’re not able to fully serve the community in Port Charlotte like we would like to,” Mitnick said. 
   The nearly $10 million facility would provide primary care for adults and children, tuberculosis services, birth and death certificates, and house nutritional counseling for the Women, Infants and Children program. 
   The 47,500-square-foot building would also include six operatory rooms for dental care, a first for the county’s health department. 
   Money for the project was included in funding from the state Legislature in 2005 and 2006 to a total of $9.9 million. Mitnick said state funding will cover the costs associated with construction on the land, which was provided by the county. 
   Thursday’s recommendation for approval was for the site’s preliminary plans. If all goes well, Mitnick said he expects ground to break on the project in early 2008. He said the building should open no later than 2010. 
   Before construction can begin, the project must receive final plan approval from the Charlotte County Commission. Mitnick said he and his department are looking forward to that day. 
   “We’re excited about getting this project moving forward, and it will be a great addition to serving the community,” he said. 
   You can e-mail Neil Hughes at nhughes@sun-herald.com. 


