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	Health Department aims to identify unhealthy beaches 

Provided by the Charlotte County Health Department 
   The Charlotte County Health Department is participating in the Florida Healthy Beaches Program, which involves monitoring salt- or brackish-water beaches and posting health advisories if beach waters fail to meet public health standards. 
   The program’s goal is to prevent waterborne illness by advising people not to swim in potentially contaminated waters. 
   Nine beaches throughout Charlotte County are sampled weekly for various bacteria. Fecal coliforms and enterocci are indicators of associated pathogenic bacteria that can cause illness in swimmers. The most common symptoms include rashes, diarrhea, nausea and vomiting. 
   The health department has erected 30-by-17-foot reflective metal signs at area beaches to notify visitors whether the water is safe or if an advisory has been issued for that beach. 


