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	Wachovia grant earmarked for Hope Clinic 

PROVIDED BY PAUL D. RINGENBERGER 


   The St. Vincent de Paul Community Pharmacy has received a $15,000 grant from the Wachovia Foundation. The grant is earmarked for the purchase of medicine in support of the Hope Clinic for those with Hepatitis C, according to Jim Sidbury, chief development officer with the community pharmacy. 
   The Hope Clinic was inspired and created by Dr. Mark Asperilla, medical adviser to the pharmacy. The clinic is a joint venture among the Charlotte County Health Department, the Charlotte County Medical Society, Charlotte County government and the community pharmacy. The clinic is designed to combat the growing rise in Hepatitis C within Charlotte County. It opened its doors last month at the health department offices on Grace Street. 
   “The money will be used to treat patients with Hepatitis C who are unable to purchase the necessary support medications while undergoing the interferon treatment,” Sidbury said of the grant. “Though treatable in many cases, the interferon can cause side effects similar to those when undergoing chemotherapy. These dollars will be targeted for the purchase of those medicines that help to alleviate those side effects.” 
   The community pharmacy has been in the news recently with plans to open a community health clinic on Gibraltar Street in Port Charlotte. 
   “Our expansion of services throughout the county, as well as serving as the lead agency on initiatives in both Sarasota and DeSoto counties, as well as our participation in the Hope Clinic and now creating a community health clinic, is clear evidence of our organization’s commitment to health care for the poor and uninsured in this region,” Sidbury said. “Receiving a grant such as this from such a prestigious group as the Wachovia Foundation is a further endorsement of our programs and the care we provide.” 
   For more information regarding the Hope Clinic, contact the pharmacy at 941-766-9570 or the Charlotte County Health Department at 941-639-1181, ext. 2244. In addition to the Hope Clinic, patients with Hepatitis C, or non-clinic patients as well, may attend meetings of the Hepatitis C Support Group the first Tuesday of each month at the Cultural Center of Charlotte County beginning at 7 p.m. 
   For more information, visit the SVDP Community Pharmacy Web site at www.svdppharmacy.org. 
   Paul D. Ringenberger is executive director of the St. Vincent de Paul Community Pharmacy. 


