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	A time for homeless veterans 

Annual Stand-Down helps dozens 

By CAROLYN QUINN STAFF WRITER 
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Ouch! Veteran William Westberry looks away as Christopher Ziegler of the Charlotte County Health Department administers a flu shot during the Charlotte County Veterans Services and Charlotte County Homeless Coalition’s Third Annual Stand-Down for homeless veterans at the Charlotte County Sports Complex on Saturday morning.  
 EL JOBEAN — Everybody on the street knew about the Veterans Stand-Down at the Charlotte Sports Park Saturday. That, said Jerry Bloom, was why he was there, one of the 107 who gathered at the site — some arriving by bicycle, others on vans that picked up the homeless at six different locations — to eat a meal, take a shower, find out about services and take home toiletries and tents. 
   “You can’t beat it,” Bloom said, sucking on a cigarette. 
   It was his second time at the Stand-Down, an event that began three years ago as a way to provide services to homeless veterans in Charlotte County. Jim Barrett, director of Veterans Affairs for the county, explained that stand-down is a military term that refers to a time to relax and regroup — exactly the type of environment organizers were aiming for. 
   “This is a recovery situation,” he said. 
   Not all of those present at the Stand-Down were veterans; Bloom wasn’t. Still, the event shed light on the problem of homelessness among veterans, said Scott Buchanan, who was there to support fellow veterans. 
   “A lot of guys go to combat and come back affected psychologically. I’ve seen guys come back a little whacked out,” said the retired soldier. “I think we owe it to those who served our country to take care of them.” 
   At the Stand-Down, Boy Scouts handed out razors and bug spray while doctors examined people and representatives of various agencies distributed information from behind folding tables. Jerry Linger — or “Just Jerry,” as he is known — sat with other members of the Vietnam Vets Motorcycle Club at a picnic table outside, looking out at those eating a barbecue lunch. Linger spent a year and a half in Vietnam and recognized that many of the homeless men at the Stand-Down had a similar history. 
   “It’s a real eye-opener. It’s trippy,” he said. “I don’t know — good thing it’s warm down here, that’s the only good thing.” 
   When it came time to announce the winner of a raffle — a brand new red bicycle was the prize, complete with lights, a lock and a water bottle — Jerry Bloom took the two tickets he’d been handed out of his jeans pocket. The winner was number 195. Marc Tennyson raised his arms in celebration, and others cheered. 
   “It couldn’t happen to a better person,” said Bloom with a smile. 
   Tennyson shook hands with friends who congratulated him. Tennyson spent two years in the Marine Corps from 1975 to 1977; his red Marines hat matched the paint on the bicycle. 
   Tennyson said he went to the Stand-Down to be with his friends and fellow veterans. 
   “All these people are real,” he said. “They fought for our freedom, and they’ll continue to stand up for our freedom.” 
   You can e-mail Carolyn Quinn at cquinn@sun-herald.com. 

 








