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	One stop flu shot 

By JOHN HAUGHEY STAFF WRITER 

   PORT CHARLOTTE — Ray Kroc meets Dr. Kildaire in a classic Pax Americana answer to the common cold and the proverbial pox: The drive-through flu shot clinic. 
   The Charlotte County Health Department will stage its first-ever “drive up, get shot” dispensary 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. today, from Port Charlotte Middle School, 23000 Midway Boulevard. 
   “Just pull up, roll up your sleeves, and get your shot,” said Charlotte County Health Department Epidemiology Manager Charlene Traynor. 
   The flu shots are limited to adults only and cost $25 each. Pneumonia vaccinations are $35 each. 
   And, no, side orders of fries will not be served with the shots. 
   “The idea is you provide the service to the community in a way that it is convenient.” Traynor said. 
   The drive-through shot clinic is a post-9/11 innovation health departments nationwide are testing as one way to coordinate mandatory, mass inoculations in an emergency. 
   The Sarasota and DeSoto county health departments have organized drive-through shot clinics and plan to do more as part of a coalition of public and private healthcare providers. 
   “It seems to work well,” said Sarasota County Health Department spokesperson Dianne Shipley. “People like the idea of not having to get out of their cars.” 
   Of course, the point —literally — is to get as many area residents inoculated against the flu as soon as possible. 
   Shipley said it takes up to two weeks for the vaccine to become effective. 
   “If people get a flu shot now, they have the assurance — that peace of mind — that they will be covered through the flu season,” she said. 
   Timing could be pivotal. “Last year, there was a spike (in flu cases) in early December,” Shipley said. “This year, we aren’t expecting to see that until late January or early February.” 
   Flu “season” officially began Oct. 1 but, she said, “So far, we’ve had very little flu activity in Sarasota County.” 
   The scenario is similar in Charlotte County, Traynor said. 
   “To date, the influenza activity has been very sporadic,” she said. “There has been a handful of confirmed cases but they have all been isolated. We are where we expect to be.” 
   Traynor said individual cases are not reported “so we don’t know exactly how many cases there may be” now. 
   She said the county health department has “sentinel stations” in its three clinics and in local hospitals to monitor documented cases. 
   Unlike years past, Traynor said supplies are not an issue. 
   “We’ve got plenty of vaccinations this year,” she said. “There is no shortage.” 
   “For adults, yes, but we are not seeing the vaccine we would like to see for children,” Shipley said. “We are not getting the supplies we would like to see.” 
   Nevertheless, she said, Sarasota County has inoculated 492 children with flu vaccine since Oct. 1. 
   “That is 200 ahead of where we were last year at this time,” Shipley said, noting 1,537 children were immunized by the county last flu season. 
   Fortunately, local school districts are not seeing any significant flu outbreaks among students. 
   “I haven’t really noticed any large difference” in attendance patterns, said Jan Lewis at the DeSoto County School District’s office in Arcadia. 
   “We’ve had a few cases of bronchitis pop up, but we really haven’t seen the flu they’re expecting show up,” Charlotte County School District spokesperson Mike Riley said. 
   “Hopefully, it will be like our hurricane year” and be quieter than forecast. 
   “We haven’t seen in yet — and I say, yet,” Riley said. 
   “We’re not seeing it, but it’s kind of early,” said Sarasota County School District spokesperson Sherry Reynolds. 
   “So far,” she added, “so good but always the reminder out there — wash your hands.” 
   You can e-mail John Haughey at jhaughey@sun-herald.com 
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SUN FILE PHOTO Unlike years past, supplies of the flu vaccine, shown here, are not an issue — there are plenty of vaccinations available. Flu “season” officially began Oct. 1. 
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	FLU SHOT LOCATIONS 

CHARLOTTE COUNTY 
   Charlotte County Health Department: Shots are available at three county clinics on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays, 8 a.m. to 11 a.m.; 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.; and Wednesdays, 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. Influenza vaccinations are $25; pneumonia vaccinations are $35. Call for an appointment. Clinics: 

• Port Charlotte, 3280 Tamiami Trail, Suite 27, Port Charlotte. Phone number: 941-255-7424. 

• Englewood, 6868 San Casa Rd., Englewood. Phone number: 941-474-3240. 

• Punta Gorda, 514 E. Grace St., Punta Gorda. Phone number: 941-639-1181. Other sites: 

• “Drive-thru” clinic, Saturday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Port Charlotte Middle School, 23000 Midway Blvd., Port Charlotte. No appointment necessary. Adults only; there are no pediatric flu vaccines available. 

• Sweetbay, 1951 S. McCall Rd. Suite 300, Englewood: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Dec. 7-8. Phone number: 941-475-9590. For more information: Call: 941-639-1181 Web site: www.CharlotteCHD.com 
SARASOTA COUNTY 
   Sarasota County Health Department: Flu shots for children available for free by calling 941-861-2784. Otherwise, flu shots are $30, pneumonia shots, between $35 and $45. Vaccinations are available at: 

• Nokomis Walk-In Clinic, N. Tamiami Trail, Nokomis: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday. 
• Sarasota Family Medical Walk-In Clinic, 6813 S. Tamiami Trail, Nokomis: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday. 

• North Port Public Library, 13800 S. Tamiami Trail, North Port: Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.; Dec. 11, 10 a.m. to noon; Dec. 14, 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

• Venice VFW, 832 E. Venice Ave., Venice: Thursday, noon to 3 p.m.; Dec. 20, noon to 3 p.m. 

• Jacaranda Library, 4143 Woodmere Park Blvd., Venice: Dec. 11, 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.; Dec. 12, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.; Dec. 17, 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Flu shot information line: 941-861-2800/1833. Web site: www.sarasotahealth.org 
DESOTO COUNTY 

• DeSoto County Health Department, 34 S. Baldwin Ave., Arcadia: Flu shots available from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m., and 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., every Tuesday and Thursday, for $25. Pneumonia shots also are available for $35 each. For more information: Call 863-993-4601 Web site: www.doh.state.fl.us/ chdDeSoto 
STATEWIDE 

• Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Florida: Medicare Advantage BlueMedicare HMO and PPO members are eligible for flu shots at no cost. Shots are available to the general public for $30 for as long as vaccine supply lasts. Local dates, locations and times are available online at www. findaflushot.com or by calling toll free 877-962-9358. 








