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	Drive-thru flu clinic a success 


   With the resounding success of the first drive-thru flu clinic, Charlotte County residents benefited from a second drive in Englewood Saturday. 
   It was bright and early on Dec. 1 when John Trawick from the Charlotte County Health Department and I were in the Port Charlotte Middle School parking lot, unloading tables and chairs to set up for Charlotte County’s first ever drive-thru flu clinic. 
   Meanwhile, Angela O’Driscoll, Donna Olson, and Chris Ziegler — health department nurses — were organizing flu and pneumonia vaccinations in preparation for the day. No sooner were all the preparation activities completed, cars started lining up to receive flu shots. 
   Injections began well before 9 a.m., when the event was scheduled to begin officially. Charlotte county residents were not only receptive to the concept of getting a flu or pneumonia shot while sitting in their vehicles, but they were also appreciative. 
   Many people stated that the Saturday morning event was more convenient for them because they were not able to make it into the clinics during the weekday hours. Everyone appreciated the speed of the process, as most patients were able to register, receive their shot and drive away in seven minutes, while some spent even less time than that. 
   Additionally, Charlotte County residents are in the thrust of technology as a many of them came prepared with a completed consent form pulled down from www.CharlotteCHD.com, the county health department’s Web site. This was an additional opportunity to hear how convenient it was for patients to have access to the paperwork on line. 
   The Web site is constantly evolving to not only serve as an information source for Charlotte county residents but also as a tool to better navigate the Charlotte County Health Department services. 
   At the end of the day, one last car turned the corner just as Charlotte County Health Department staff was loading up the last table. 
   Staff provided the final shot of the day with a happy smile. Other staff members participating in the event were Sharleen Traynor, Kolin Melendy, Corinna Jensen, Sherra Simes, Kay Midget and Wanda Toby. In four hours, participating Charlotte county residents benefited from over 200 injections and were already looking forward to the event next year. Charlotte County Health Department’s first drive-thru flu clinic was a definite success for Charlotte county residents. 
   Afterwards, Charlotte County Health Department offices were inundated with calls inquiring about when the next drive-thru flu clinic will occur. Please visit www.CharlotteCHD.com for more information. 
   Adam DuBois works for the Charlotte County Health Department. 
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