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	Englewood Community Hospital and health department working in unison 

[image: image1.jpg]0
o/




The bringing together of Englewood Community Hospital and the Charlotte County Health Department has been the result of many months of planning and joint collaboration between the two parties. 
   It began in 2005 when Teresa Nardontonia RNC, MSN, ARNP brought to the attention of Wendy Brandon, CEO of Englewood Community Hospital, concerns that certain health needs in the Englewood community were not being met. 
   As a women’s health nurse practitioner, Nardontonia was becoming increasingly concerned about the escalating number of phone calls the Women’s Wellness Center of Englewood Community Hospital was receiving from uninsured and underinsured women needing help obtaining services such as an annual GYN exam, a pap smear, family planning, sexually transmitted infection screening and health education. 
   She asked Brandon, “Can Englewood Community Hospital help the women in our community and collaborate with a resource already available in Englewood?” 
   As they say, the rest is history. 
   It was through a Community Health Improvement Partnership meeting in Sarasota that Brandon met with Steven Mitnick, administrator for Charlotte County Health Department and Bill Little, administrator for Sarasota County Health Department, and they began an open dialog addressing these concerns. 
   Over the following weeks, it was determined that the Charlotte County Health Department on San Casa Road was the best place in Englewood to address these community needs. Brandon, Mitnick and their staff worked together on developing a joint plan to meet the needs of the women of Englewood, and in October 2006 the plan was put into action. 
   Englewood Community Hospital agreed to let Nardontonia work as a volunteer for the Charlotte County Health Department on Friday mornings to help address the women’s health care needs of the uninsured and underinsured women of Englewood. 
   Charlotte County Health Department made available clinic space, equipment, support staff and access to lab work as needed. Nardontonia had to undergo the mandatory screening process required by the State of Florida for all volunteers before she could begin seeing patients at the San Casa location. Like other nurse practitioners at the health department, Nardontonia works under a collaborative agreement with a physician and has sovereign immunity through the Florida Department of Health. 
   As a woman’s health nurse practitioner, Nardontonia can perform a variety of gynecologic services, including annual well-woman exams, pap tests and breast exams. Additionally, she may also provide contraceptive counseling and management and treatment for vaginal infections, including vaginitis and sexually transmitted infections. She can order diagnostic testing, including lab and x-rays. Nardontonia works in collaboration with the other healthcare providers within the health department and the community, should a problem be found or a healthcare issue be identified beyond her scope of practice. 
   A community need was identified and through a unique relationship these needs are being met. It’s now been one year since this collaborative program began and in this time Nardontonia has served close to 100 women. She has provided care to teenagers and older women alike, addressing the unique health care needs of each woman along the continuum of life. 
   For more than year, Englewood Community Hospital and Charlotte County Health Department have worked together to better understand the services that each facility can offer the community. One of the benefits of this is that patients seeking non-emergency care in the emergency room are being referred to the health department for non-emergency services. This not only frees the hospital’s emergency room staff to respond to true emergencies, but it also results in lower health care costs for the patient and the community. Mitnick and his staff have given informative talks to the staff of Englewood Community Hospital and the Charlotte County Health Department has participated in the hospital’s health fairs to promote public health services and to raise community awareness of the Charlotte County Health Department 
   This is just one example of how state agencies and for profit health services can work together to better serve the community and provide identified health care needs. 
   If you are a private provider, and would like to work synergistically with the Charlotte County Health Department to help meet the unmet needs of the community, we urge you to become a volunteer and get involved. For more details on the Charlotte County Health Department Volunteer Health Care Provider program, please call Janet Martire at 941-639-1181, ext. 2237. To learn about other programs that the Charlotte County Health Department offers, please visit www.charlottechd.com or call a clinic near you. Englewood: 941-474-3240. Port Charlotte: 941-613-0950. Punta Gorda: 941-639-1181. 
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