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	Septic permit soaks citizens 

Letter to the Editor: 

Today we received a notice from our wonderful county commissioners via our health department, another county initiative to railroad its citizens. It seems they have decided that all of a sudden we need a new septic tank maintenance permit ($115 in revenue) to be paid to the county (for allowing us to use our existing septic tanks) every five years. We must also hire a septic tank contractor to pump and inspect our systems ($150-$300). At least we receive a service for that money. Will we get honest inspections? 

Years ago I called some septic tank companies asking drain field questions and without coming to investigate the problem they quoted me $7,000 and $3,800. What I needed was a $20 junction box. The notice states that I must have this paid and completed in 28 days. This 1987 comprehensive plan was to be implemented by 2000, desperate to collect lost revenue and pay for Murdock Pillage, our commissioners threw this in at the very end of 2007. 

This clearly shows that they do not understand how bad the local economy is. If my elderly neighbor, or myself doesn't have $265-plus, will they then lien my house, or come and tag my septic as unusable and force my family and I from our home? This is disgusting, but familiar, yet another way to force our faithful residents from this county. I've loved this county for 25 years, but the last four have been exceedingly marred by greed and an overwhelming sense of contempt toward our citizens. 

Mary Jo Rayfield 

Port Charlotte 



