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	Health Department offers free STD testing
By ADAM J. DUBOIS 
Charlotte County Health Department 

April is National STD Awareness Month. This event highlights the importance of screening, treatment, education and prevention of sexually transmitted diseases. To kick off STD Awareness Month, The Charlotte County Health Department is holding a free STD Testing Day on Tuesday. 

The importance of STD testing is underscored by a recent study on sexually transmitted diseases among teenagers. The study, conducted by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, estimates that 1 in 4 teenage girls is infected with an STD. The most common infections are chlamydia, genital herpes, genital warts and trichomoniasis. 

In Charlotte County, the highest rates of gonorrhea and chlamydia are among girls ages 15-19. Among both males and females 15-24, the number of STDs reported in this group accounts for more than 70 of all STDs reported in 2007. 

In addition to education and prevention, testing for STDs should become a routine part of sexual health, Health Department officials say. Catching infections early can help reduce the risk for more serious complications of STDs, including infertility or cervical cancer. 

During Free STD Testing Day, anyone who visits a CCHD clinic site will be offered testing for chlamydia, gonorrhea, syphilis, and HIV free of charge. 

In addition, health-care professionals will be available for STD counseling and education. 

Appointments are preferred, but walk-ins will be accepted. To make an appointment, call: 

• Punta Gorda, 514 E. Grace St., at 941-639-1181 

• Port Charlotte, 1994 Kings Highway, at 941-613-0950 

• Englewood, 6868 San Casa Drive, at 941-474-3240 

For more information, visit the Web site www.CharlotteCHD.com.


		

	
	








