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	Port Charlotte Beach health advisory issued 


Staff Report 

Charlotte County Health Department officials issued a warning Thursday for swimmers at the Port Charlotte Beach Complex. 

Health officials conducted water-quality testing and discovered both fecal coliform and enterococci bacteria exceeding Environmental Protection Agency recommended safe levels. 

“This should be considered a potential health risk to the bathing public,” a health department press release stated Thursday. The water quality at the beach complex off Harbor Boulevard is defined as “poor.” 

Both fecal coliform and enterococci can infect the human intestinal tracts and can lead to infections, rashes and other diseases. 

According to health officials, the bacteria levels can be a result of stormwater runoff, pets and wildlife, and human sewage. 

Since July 21, 2000, the health department has monitored the water quality at eight sites once every two weeks. 

For more information, call the Charlotte County Health Department at 941-743-1505 or visit “Beach Water Quality” online at www.doh.state.fl.us.




