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	MSBUs may fund sewer costs 

6,000 mid-county lots could finance five-year extension project 

By JOHN HAUGHEY STAFF WRITER 


   About 6,000 Mid-County lot owners between U.S. 41 and the Manchester Waterway could be included in a proposed sewer extension project within a year. 
   Charlotte County Utilities Director Jeff Pearson told county commissioners Tuesday that Spring Lake and Manchester area landowners will be asked to form assessment districts — municipal service benefit units — to finance sewer installation projects beginning in 2010. 
   Pearson said CCU will initiate discussion late this summer with residents about the projects, which will take four to five years to complete once started. 
   Extending sewer lines into urbanizing areas has been a priority since the state’s Department of Environmental Protection issued a consent order against the county in 1987 for allowing too much development without installing sewer systems. 
   However, commissioners have been wary of approving sewer projects that would impose up to $14,000 in 
construction costs and hookup fees on homeowners now 
using septic systems. 
   So, expansion plans have languished in a protracted search for a way to balance environmental urgency with economic expediency without inflaming trench warfare. 
   CCU has proposed a two-prong approach to enable many of the county’s 42,000 septic systems to remain in the ground while extending sewer lines when possible. 
   The first element is a septic maintenance plan that would cost homeowners with septic systems $115 over five years. 
   Health department officials inspect septic tanks, ensuring they are pumped every five years. 
   Pearson said the second component is extending sewer lines in areas that meet these criteria: 


• Homes with pre-1983 septic tanks.    
• Homes within 150 feet of surface water, including canals. 
• Commercial properties, such as businesses along U.S. 41. 
• Homes in “high density, unsewered” areas, including Mid-County. 


   The East/West Spring Land and Manchester areas meet this criteria, Pearson said. 
   The neighborhoods will be broken into two MSBUs with East/West Spring Lake defined by North Spring Lake Boulevard to the north/northeast; Edgewater on the south; Adams Court on east; and Manchester Waterway on the west. 
   The Manchester Waterway MSBU will be framed by State Road 776 to the north; Collingswood on the east; Harbor Avenue on the south; and Pearl, Pidgeon and Peasley streets to the west. 
   Three wastewater MSBUs already exist — Pirate Harbor, Rotonda Sands/Rotonda Meadows and Rotonda Villas/Springs. 
   MSBUs allow landowners to pay capital costs — the actual price tag of extending lines — over 20 years or “upfront” after the first year. 
   Project costs range from $403.24 per unit each year for 20 years in Pirate Harbor, to $224 annually for 20 years in Rotonda Meadows. 
   Costs would be less in more centrally located areas, such as Mid-County. 
   County Administrator Roger Baltz said CCU and commissioners must “carefully plan” the proposal’s timing to ensure residents aren’t asked to pay $115 for a five-year septic permit “and we turn around and tell them to crush their septic tank and hook into a centralized sewer system.” 
   After all, he said, there is no option other than to demand homeowners pay for the extensions. 
   “There (are) no free rides with how we have to pay for that,” Baltz said. 
   Pearson reiterated that it would take as long as four to five years before the sewers were installed. 
   CCU has 55,000 water and 32,000 sewer connections, with at least 42,000 septic systems in its jurisdiction. 
   It isn’t the only local utility under the DEP consent order to extend sewers. 
   North Port Utilities, with 13,000 sewer connections and 164 miles of canals, is also launching a sewer extension campaign. 


