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	Port Charlotte Beach health advisory issued 


Staff Report 

PORT CHARLOTTE -- Charlotte County Health Department officials issued a warning Wednesday for swimmers at the Port Charlotte Beach Complex. 

Health officials conducted water-quality testing at the complex's east and west beaches and discovered enteric bacteria exceeding Environmental Protection Agency recommended safe levels. 

"This should be considered a potential health risk to the bathing public," information released by the health department stated Wednesday. The water quality at the complex off Harbor Boulevard is defined as "poor." 

If high concentrations of the enteric organism are ingested or enter through an open cut or sore, they may cause disease or infection. The most common symptoms include rashes, diarrhea, nausea and vomiting. The beaches are scheduled to be resampled today. 

According to health officials, the presence of the bacteria is an indication of fecal pollution from stormwater runoff, pets and wildlife, and human sewage. The bacteria have been associated with large flocks of seabirds roosting on the beach in the past. 

Warning signs for swimmers will be placed near the beach until levels are determined to have reached acceptable standards set by the EPA. 

Since July 21, 2000, the health department has monitored the water quality at eight sites once every two weeks. 

For more information, call the Charlotte County Health Department at 941-743-1505 or visit "Beach Water Quality" online at www.doh.state.fl.us.



