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	Children’s insurance to change 

By BOB FLISS CHARLOTTE BUSINESS EDITOR 


   Charlotte, Sarasota and DeSoto counties will be getting a new health insurer to provide subsidized coverage to children of moderate-income families. 
   AmeriChoice has been awarded the contract to begin offering the Florida Healthy Kids program in 15 counties starting Oct. 1. AmeriChoice is the division of Minneapolis-based United-Health Group that handles government insurance programs. 
   The contract was awarded after a competitive bid process that was lost by the current provider, StayWell Health Management, of St. Paul, Minn., according to Jennifer Lloyd, spokeswoman for the Tallahassee-based Florida Healthy Kids Corp. 
   Florida Healthy Kids was founded by the Legislature in 1990 as a means to provide relief for working families whose income doesn’t qualify for Medicaid. It is a joint federal-state initiative under the State Children’s Health Insurance Program. 
   The basic qualifications for Florida Healthy Kids are that the children have to be ages 5 to 18 and don’t have other insurance. Some children of noncitizens may qualify. 
   Depending on income and the number of children covered, a family may pay as little as $15 or $20 a month to participate in Florida Healthy Kids. Families who don’t meet the income test will pay $116 a month for each child. 
   Florida Healthy Kids is one of several state programs providing health coverage for children. Strictly, “it is only the program for school-age children,” Lloyd explained. 
   The others are: 


• Medicaid, which is run by the Florida Department of Children and Families. 
• MediKids, basically a version of Florida Healthy Kids for children under 5 years old, which is managed by the Agency for Health Care Administration. 
• The Children’s Medical Services Network, which is intended for children up to age 18 with special medical needs. It is administered by the Florida Department of Health. 


   Somewhat confusingly, all these programs are collectively referred to as Florida KidCare, Lloyd added. In recent years, the name KidCare is often used in place of Florida Healthy Kids. 
   “This contract change only affects Florida Healthy Kids enrollees,” Lloyd said. However, they should have no break in coverage. 
   Participation in the three area counties has been moderate. Florida Healthy Kids reports that 1,444 Charlotte County families have enrolled since May 1999. In Sarasota County, there were 3,313 families enrolled over the same period, with 373 families in DeSoto. 
   Even with a historically tight state budget, Florida Healthy Kids managed to get funding to accept 38,000 additional children in the new state fiscal year that begins July 1, Lloyd said. She added that this is in line with similar increases awarded in recent years, and should allow for anticipated demand. 
   Rep. Paige Kreegel, RPunta Gorda, a physician in private life, said the whole KidCare group of programs was never in serious jeopardy during this year’s budget debates. 
   “One of the reasons is that it’s highly federally subsidized,” Kreegel said. “Every dollar we spend is matched by about $2 in federal money, and that’s a significant leveraging of our state dollars.” 
   The real problem facing KidCare is to get more physicians to participate, Kreegel added. And that’s unlikely to happen until the state increases what doctors can expect in reimbursements, which currently is about 3 percent out of about $25 billion the state spends 
each year on health care. 


