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Leaking septic tanks causing a stink

WBBH-TV

CHARLOTTE COUNTY: Officials with the health department say aging septic tanks in Charlotte County are causing ground contamination and a tainted beach. Now, the county is beginning to clean up the mess. 

Underneath yard after yard in Port Charlotte, a problem is brewing. 

"In that area, especially we have the older septic tanks that are called pre-1983," said Charlotte County Health Department Administrator Herman Velasco.

There are 45,000 septic tanks in Charlotte County. Many of them older and are potentially polluting the environment. 

"What we are finding is that the lids and the outlet areas are becoming very corroded and this causes seepage into soil and the ground water," said Velasco.

So the question on the minds of many is what is it exactly that could be causing the tanks to leak? 

"There seems to be a lot more acidity in the soils in Charlotte County, plus the effluent. I don't know, maybe it's the diet of the people. We get a lot of acidity forming inside the tank too," Velasco said.

Health Department managers say many aging septic tanks sit all along the canals and when they fail, bacteria can find its way to the water and that bacteria, in turn, flows down to the beach making it unsafe for swimming.

The Port Charlotte Beach Complex has been off-limits to swimmers since June 12. Velasco is overseeing a program to fix thousands of septic tanks until sewer lines become available. 

"We're finding the failing tanks, and in some cases, getting them repaired and getting the drain fields repaired," he said.

Port Charlotte resident Elisa Pereira says she was having problems with her tank, so she's getting it replaced. 

"It is expensive, but it's got to be done. The bottom line is that I need a septic tank, it's not like I have sewer," said Pereira.

And many more will need to be fixed before this problem will go away.
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