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	Cultural Center to hold ‘Back to School Carnival’ 


   Calling all Charlotte County elementary, middle and high school students: The Cultural Center of Charlotte County will be holding the 2008 Back to School Carnival from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday. This fun-filled event will have a little bit of something for everyone, including a school supply giveaway, kid-friendly food, carnival games, organizational information and a live performance of “Oz: The Musical.” 
   Thanks to the generous donations of many local organizations, there will be 1,600 school kits available free to students in need. Please be advised that these kits are designed with elementary school-age students in mind. All of the items included in the packs are things required in gradeschool classrooms such as glue sticks, crayons and safety scissors. The kits will be given out on a first-come, first-served basis to Charlotte County public school students who are accompanied by a parent or guardian. Each adult may bring a maximum of three students to the event, and he must show identification as proof of Charlotte County residency. Please come in through the main entrance on Gertrude Avenue in order to show identification and get in line for the backpack giveaway, which will begin promptly at 9 a.m. School packs and supplies will only be distributed to students who are present. Parents/guardians may not accept a gift on behalf of a child who is not in attendance. 
   Additional school supplies, such as notebooks, folders, pens, pencils and rulers will be available as prizes in the carnival portion of the event. Carnival games and activities will be housed in the conference center. The festivities begin at 9 a.m. and will continue until all of the school supplies have been won. There will be a beanbag toss presented by the Charlotte County Landlord Association, Miss Charlotte Fast Pitch Softball will be offering “Batter Up!,” the Boys and Girls Club will have a face-painting booth, and the Vietnam Brotherhood will be manning a PLINKO game. Additional activities and prizes will also be presented by the Charlotte Local Education Foundation, Big Brothers and Big Sisters of Charlotte County, Florida Community Bank, the YMCA, Helgemo, Liou and Cepero Pediatrics, Tri-County Counseling and many others. 
   Remnant Seed of Life Ministries will be in front of the main entrance with prizes, activities, a basketball shoot game, a puppet show and music. The Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office will be in the conference center area with information on the BAT Program and other student safety information. Sunsplash Natural Foods will be handing out grab bags in the conference center while supplies last. Representatives from various Charlotte County Public Schools will also have games in the carnival area. Be sure to vote for your favorite, as the school with the most votes will receive a prize at the end of the carnival. 
   The Cultural Center will be offering a parachute game as well as a tunnel jungle gym (both donated and manned by Michelle Gebo) in Centennial Hall starting at 10:30 a.m. The Cultural Center, Remnant Seed of Life Ministries and local volunteer beauticians have joined together to offer free haircuts for students, which will be provided all day in Conference Room I. In addition to activities, the Cultural Center will have kid-friendly food items such as breakfast burritos, hot dogs and homemade cookies available for purchase throughout the event. 
   Many local health organizations will also be on site to help ready local students for the upcoming academic year. The Department of Vital Statistics will have representatives present in the carpeted foyer of the conference center for anyone who needs to obtain a copy of a registered birth certificate. The Port Charlotte Lions Club will be providing free eye screenings for students from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in Room 15. KidCare (a service provided by Charlotte County Family Services) and the Agency for Health Care Administration will be in Room 18 with information about, and the opportunity to sign up for, Medicaid and other insurance programs. The Charlotte County Health Department will be offering immunizations for children on a first come, first-served basis beginning at 9 a.m. in the theater lobby. Immunizations will only be available while supplies last, so please keep that in mind when planning your day. Physicals will be offered by St. Vincent De Paul Community Health Care in conjunction with the Charlotte County Health Department until 2 p.m. in Room 16/17. 
   The Learning Place, Price Court and the Cultural Center Theater will also be a hotbed of activity throughout the event. Steve Carter’s AAA Travel Agency will be presenting a Bicycle Rodeo and Safety Check on the Aaron Street side of the facility. Children can bring their bike and helmet, or ride over to the Back to School Carnival and enjoy the day that way. Charlotte County Habitat for Humanity is providing a miniature golf course in Price Court for your enjoyment. The Vietnam Brotherhood will have motorcycles on display outside of the Veteran Services Office. The Tampa Bay Rays Street Team will begin offering activities and prizes in Price Court at noon, with events lasting until 4 p.m. Be sure to check out the inflatable batting cage! Stop by the Learning Place Office for information on children’s classes and activities that are offered year-round at the Cultural Center. You might also consider stopping at the Port Charlotte Library to check out a book or sign up for a library card. Please join us for an encore performance of “Oz: The Musical,” presented by the Charlotte Players, in the theater at 2 p.m. 
   We encourage you to bring the family for a day of activities, opportunities and fun. Off-site parking will be available at the Family Services Office on Gibraltar (Dial-A-Ride will be offered from this location), AAA Travel Agency on Olean Boulevard, and the field adjacent to Peace River Regional Medical Center on Harbor Boulevard. Join us for an event that is necessary for the health and well-being of Charlotte County students this academic year. For additional information, or to donate additional items or services, please contact Donna Barrett at 941-625-4175, ext. 253. We can’t wait to see you there! 
   Amanda Segur is the Cultural Center of Charlotte County theater manager. 


