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	Punta Gorda Rotary honors Dr. Mark Asperilla 

By STEVE REILLY STAFF WRITER 


   PUNTA GORDA — The Rotary Club of Punta Gorda honored Port Charlotte’s Dr. Mark Asperilla Thursday with a benefit for one of Asperilla’s favorite projects. 
   “This award is both too big and small for me,” Asperilla said as he accepted the club’s Service Above Self award. “It’s too big for one person to be recognized for so much, and it’s too small for all the people who really deserve it.” 
   The Punta Gorda Rotarians held Thursday a dinner and silent auction, 80 percent of the proceeds of which will benefit the St. Vincent de Paul Community Clinic, which Asperilla helped to found. More than 170 people attended the event. 
   The Rotary Club of Punta Gorda has a 17-year tradition of honoring outstanding individuals, recognizing those who serve and better the Charlotte County community. 
   “We liked his cause, and who would not like (to recognize Asperilla)?” said Skip Mansfield, chairman of the club’s benefit committee. Mansfield said Asperilla has always been dedicated to the Charlotte County community, and humanity in general. 
   The 52-year-old doctor and community activist moved to Charlotte County in 1989 from upstate New York. He grew up in the Philippines and moved with his family to the United States in the 1970s. Since arriving in Charlotte County, Asperilla has extended himself beyond his private practice. 
   “He changed my life,” said Dr. David Klein, who works hand-in-hand with Asperilla on many of his projects. Klein described Asperilla as someone who has the vision to address and “get in front of” emerging health-care issues before most people realize that the community will be facing problems. 
   “He has a very fertile imagination,” Klein said. “He builds castles in the sky, and I draw up the plans. He says why not get involved with things.” 
   And as much as he involves himself in the community, Klein also commended Asperilla for his commitment and devotion to his wife and children. 

  Asperilla helped to found an HIV/AIDS clinic with the local health department[image: image1.png]


 and the indigent care facility at the St. Vincent de Paul Pharmacy, which has since included the clinic that serves the county’s working poor and uninsured. He organized Care Inc., which each year organizes doctor groups to care for sick and malnourished people in Latin America. 
   Asperilla’s Hope Clinic also helps people inflicted with Hepatitis C. He was happy to announce Thursday that two of the clinic’s patients are now cured. 
   Asperilla also earned accolades from the Charlotte County Commission and the Punta Gorda City Council, represented by Chairman Tom D’Aprile and Punta Gorda Councilwoman Marilyn Smith-Mooney, respectively. 
   D’Aprile said, “There are very few people appointed by God to do what he has done. It is a great honor to know him.” 
   And Smith-Mooney said, “One of the first things that comes to mind when I think of you is goodness, because you are goodness through and through.” 
   Asperilla accepted the honors with humility. 
   He said his family and the volunteers to the clinics and other programs are the real heroes. He also bowed to his grandfather and parents who taught him to serve his community. His hope is his children will carry on the tradition. 
   Asperilla wanted to talk less Thursday about his accolades and more about the St. Vincent de Paul clinic. The clinic has had more than 4,000 patient visits since its inception three months ago. 
   “This is the last safety net,” he said. 
   The clinic is staffed with medical volunteers like himself and retired medical professionals. With the downturn in the economy and more people being laid off locally, Asperilla said he expects the clinic will be seeing even more patients. He hopes more people with medical backgrounds will volunteer at the clinic. 
   Anyone wishing to volunteer or donate to the clinic can call 941-766-9750. 
   E-mail: reilly@sun-herald.com 

 


