	Publication: Charlotte Sun; Date:2008 Aug 23; Section:Our Town; Page Number: OT14
	

	LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 



   
Septic tank costs have risen in county 

Editor: 
   Our new home in northwest Port Charlotte was completed in July 2005. At that time, there was a requirement that all lots of 10,000 square feet or less not on sewer service have an aerobic treatment septic tank. 
   Since almost all lots in our area are uniformly platted at 10,000 square feet, this means any individual homeowner must incur an additional $5,000 in costs to purchase this system. Meanwhile, the septic tanks put in prior to this law continue to pollute our waterways and drinking water. What is being done about them? 
   Additionally, homeowners are required to maintain a “maintenance agreement” with an authorized company ($200 per year) for them to inspect the “aerobic treatment septic tanks” and an annual permit of $75 from the Health Department[image: image1.png]


. 
   I can tell you that I got my CO in 2005 and my treatment center passed inspection by the county only to find out the maintenance contractor inspected it and found that the system had never been hooked up by the builder because they forgot a power source. Some inspection! 
   This year, my maintenance contract is again $200, but my “permit” has gone from $75 to $150 annually. Why? Is this just another way to increase taxes to fund the empire of our county commissioners called Murdock Village? I would like to know why the fee has gone up 100 percent. 
   William Collins 
   Port Charlotte 




