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	Bacteria prompts advisory 

Residents advised not to swim off Port Charlotte Beach West 

By NEIL HUGHES STAFF WRITER 


   If you’re planning on spending some time in the water this weekend, avoid taking a dip off Port Charlotte Beach Complex. 
   The Charlotte County Health Department has maintained a beach advisory for the complex where levels of bacteria from fecal matter remain high. Signs have been posted at the location warning beachgoers to stay out of the water to avoid infection. 
   “We really can’t close the beach,” Environmental Health Administrator Herman Velasco said Friday. “We can only issue the warning, according to the state statutes.” 
   Enteric bacteria such as fecal coliform and enterococci normally inhabit the intestinal tract of humans and animals, and my cause human disease, infections or rashes. Velasco said that young children and seniors are particularly prone to infection upon exposure, commonly in the throat or ears. 
   “Your body immune system isn’t helping,” he said, “and so you’re susceptible to getting the bacteria in your blood system and getting an infection in one of your organs then, which is more serious.” 
   The problem comes from 45,000 old septic tanks distributed throughout Charlotte County, Velasco said. The Florida Department of Environmental Protection has mandated that the county replace the bad septic tanks, which are leaking dangerous substances into the groundwater, but the county can only replace them at a rate of about 300 per month. As the old septic tanks are replaced, the situation should improve in the county’s coastal waterways, Velasco said. “Hopefully within 2 years,” he said, “this will decrease.” 
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