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	Tobacco whistle-blower talks to teachers, students 

By PAMELA STAIK STAFF WRITER 


   PORT CHARLOTTE — In honor of the American Cancer Society’s Great American Smokeout, students and teachers gathered at Charlotte Technical Center Thursday morning to listen to a drugaddiction scientist who helped blow the whistle on Big Tobacco during the 1990s. 
   Victor DeNoble said his mission to spread the truth about nicotine addiction began in 1980, when he was first hired by Phillip Morris to find a man-made substitute for the chemical. 
   “My job was to create a cigarette that wouldn’t kill people,” he said. “A drug that you could put into a cigarette, a drug that would go to your brain and keep you addicted. But a drug that wouldn’t produce heart problems.” 
   While DeNoble successfully developed this heart-safe drug and cigarette by 1984, he conducted a side experiment to see how nicotine affected the brain. 
   After proving that the addictive drug causes changes in the brain, the company fired DeNoble and contractually ordered him to remain silent. 
   DeNoble stayed strong in his mission to save people’s lives and anonymously mailed pictures of his experiments to the FBI. Within days, DeNoble was contacted and questioned by the bureau. 
   He was then ordered to testify against the tobacco company giants before the U.S. Congress in 1994. 
   DeNoble said the trial ended with the government fining the companies $700 billion for lying to the public, in addition to placing several restrictions on the types of advertisements tobacco companies could use to promote their products. 
   “I am not here to tell you what to do, you make your own decisions,” DeNoble said at the end of his presentation. “But I am here to tell you this: Don’t ever think that smoking isn’t a drug addiction. It is. It’s not a bad habit. Habit is not the word. It’s an addiction.” 
   Port Charlotte High School junior Nick Iannucci, 16, said DeNoble was an inspiration. 
   “I like how he didn’t give up on trying to save the lives of other people,” Iannucci said. 
   DeNoble’s presentation was sponsored by Drug Free Charlotte County, the Charlotte County Health Department and Peace River Regional Medical Center. 
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