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	The unnecessary septic tank system crusade 


   There will continue to be reason to revisit and question the position and direction of the county (and state) pertaining to the solving of the apparent problems of septic systems as they continue to expand central sewage services and require connecting to them. The allusion of leakage and problems with the old septic systems leads to a very expensive solution. The solution, as proffered, is a big expansion of a costly service. There is a wide variance of cost figures from $4,000 up to $14,000 for connecting to sewers that will be faced by Charlotte County residents. 
   Some will say that the cost, especially if spread over 5 or 10 years, is worth it but the numbers do not stack up correctly for me. The price of replacing a regular septic tank is around $3,500 (based on pricing from a recent installation) versus the $4,000 to $14,000 mentioned above which speaks for itself. I have two friends who had to have their regular septic system replaced by an expensive aerobic system due to a poor drainage situation. There was even one problem created by an inspection. A hole was poked into a weak wall by the test probe thru the septic tank. The code does allow some repairs but they are minor in nature and most problems require replacement of the tank. The aerobic systems require annual inspections by the county. This fact of required annual inspections for aerobic systems is frightening alone, since this indicates a sensitive procedure (the aerobic systems) must be monitored and therefore they are not far from emergencies and further expense. 
   Maintenance is estimated to be $700 to $900 per year by the county for an aerobic system. These numbers do start to make the central system more appealing but the greater amount of 9,000 systems in mid county lots are not needing this type (aerobic ) of expensive system and its frailties. Some years down the road the whole county will have to be put into a central system if we continue to make ‘progress’ toward the government goal to make us safe. 
   This whole position of needing central systems seems to evolve in spite of the satisfied experience most users have had with their baseline septic system. The proof of emergency type measures to correct the situation seems to be obviated by any directly damning evidence of major pollution. There seems to be sketchy references to human feces pollution at our beaches along with birds, animals, dogs and yes surface dirt from our roads, and even fertilizer runoff! Are we setting ourselves up for larger accidents that have occurred when a central system breaks or pipes rust out or carelessness from opening a wrong valve or flooding? Why aren’t we trying to find the specific culprit for the major pollution rather than flying blind! We should be trying to find an answer to any short comings of the regular septic systems which have served us so well. 
   It appears that a large problem is the lack of proper exposure to information about the usage and the restrictions that a septic system requires to make it truly a satisfactory and useful tool of modern society. One very important point is that a garbage disposal in a no, no! At the very least it is to be used on a very limited basis. There are other things like coffee grounds, grease, cigarette butts and some liquids that are not to be disposed thru that convenient hole in the sink or toilet. I have found very few people who really know these limitations. There is a wealth of information about maintenance, limits and usage on the county (Health) web site but the public evidently finds it difficult to recognize the necessity to learn. 
   Perhaps some of the blame of the uneducated public can be directed toward the septic tank manufacturers, suppliers and installers. Perhaps it is hard for most of them to recognize that their customers need to do further than just buy from them. It still might be possible to put the right ‘spin’ on information to get more participation and knowledge for everyone’s benefit. 
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   Gene Leapley is a member of the Charlotte County Curmudgeon Club. Readers may reach him at curclub@ embarqmail.com. 


