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	Three decontaminated after exposure to substance 

By NEIL HUGHES STAFF WRITER 


   EL JOBEAN — A powder delivered in an envelope to an El Jobean community Friday tested positive by Charlotte County Fire & EMS for hazardous materials. 
   A Hazmat team was dispatched to the clubhouse at Riverwood on State Road 776 after a call came in at 12:40 p.m. to report the suspicious substance. 
   “We did have a positive result for a hazardous material,” Fire & EMS spokeswoman Dee Hawkins said. “We don’t know what it is, but it’s tested positive and that’s cause for concern.” 
   The substance has been sent to the Florida Department of Health in Tampa where it will undergo testing to determine its makeup. 
   Three people — a man believed to be in his 50s and two women believed to be older than 35 — were exposed to the powder and were decontaminated. None of them demonstrated any ill effects after their exposure, and they were released. 
   Further details on the incident — including whether a note was included in the envelope, or who it was addressed to — were not made public Friday at the request of law enforcement. 
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 clubhouse, two activity rooms and the pool area have been shut down until further notice. Hawkins said they will not be reopened until the test results come back from the Department of Health in Tampa — something not expected until the middle of next week. 
   “It’s going to be shut down for a while,” Hawkins said. 
   That news will likely be a disappointment to the residents of Stonebridge, a neighborhood within Riverwood[image: image2.png]


. The neighborhood’s homeowners association had planned to hold a party tonight at the clubhouse. 
   Loren Matasek is a member of the homeowners association. He was across the street from the clubhouse, setting up Christmas ornaments at the entrance to Stonebridge, as firefighters, EMS, Hazmat crew and Red Cross volunteers scurried about in the parking lot. 
   He said the neighborhood had planned to have a ceremony for the lighting of their Christmas tree tonight, but those plans will have to wait. “It’s off for now,” Matasek said. “Not much you can say.” 
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 in El Jobean is sealed and quarantined Friday. It will remain closed until the substance delivered there can be identified. 




