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	Suspicious substance deemed nonlethal 

By NEIL HUGHES STAFF WRITER 


   EL JOBEAN — The Riverwood community clubhouse in El Jobean reopened this week, just days after a suspicious powder was delivered in an envelope. 
   The Florida Department of Health gave the allclear on the building after its lab in Tampa tested the substance, discovered last Friday. 
   “The substance was not lethal,” said Dee Hawkins, spokeswoman for Charlotte County Fire & EMS. No further details were available. 
   After the white, powdery substance was delivered in an envelope Friday, it tested positive for hazardous materials. 
   The building was evacuated, a Hazmat crew arrived, and three people — a man believed to be in his 50s and two women believed to be over 35 — were decontaminated after exposure. None of them demonstrated any ill effects after their exposure, and they were released. 
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 clubhouse, two activity rooms and the pool area were shut down after the substance was discovered. It remained closed until Monday. 
   The incident is still under investigation by the Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office. A report from the office described the incident as a “possible weapons of mass destruction contamination.” It states that the Riverwood[image: image2.png]


 property manager has received threatening letters. 
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