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	Edison State College participates in HIV/AIDS Awareness Concert 

Provided by BARBARA BOWDEN 
EDISON STATE COLLEGE 

   PUNTA GORDA — A number of Edison State College’s nursing students and staff joined with representatives from the Charlotte County Health Department and Charlotte Technical Center recently to sponsor a free HIV/AIDS Awareness Concert in recognition of World AIDS Day. 

   More than 200 people attended the afternoon event at the Darkwood Music Center in Punta Gorda to listen and dance to the music of four local bands — “The Wheezing Geezers,” “Shayne’s Gang,” “A Work In Progress,” and “Selvent.” 

   During the event, representatives from the health department and technical center spoke about ways citizens can take precautions against HIV, and the daunting medical treatments that HIV/AIDS patients endure. 

   Edison staff and students distributed informational literature about the subject and George Filhour, director of The Haven Drop In Center (a mental health assistance facility), gave a demonstration showing how many medications an infected person must take each day to stay alive. 

   On-site “needle-free” testing was available to the concertgoers. 

   Town Pharmacy, Domino’s, and Peace River Distributors also assisted in sponsoring this first concert, which organizers hope to make an annual event. 
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PHOTO PROVIDED 
Jessica Sutton, from left, Ali Bender, Cory Keene, Shanna Dunnuck, Candice Routzong, Crystal Wray, Marilyn Herlin, Wendy Morris, Chris Gable (hidden blonde), Jeri Walsh, James Coaloa and David vonSuskil attend the first HIV/AIDS Awareness Concert recently at the Darkwood Music Center in Punta Gorda. 




