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	Group celebrates 19 years of service with open house 


   Charlotte HIV/AIDS People Support is a food and hygienic supply pantry located in Charlotte County. The CHAPS open house is held to provide the community an opportunity to become more aware of CHAPS services. 
   The mission of CHAPS is to provide free supplemental food and hygienic supplies to persons “in need of assistance” living with HIV/AIDS and to their dependents, from Charlotte, DeSoto and South Sarasota counties. For privacy proposes, every client is anonymous. Over the years, CHAPS has aided more than 3,000 clients and their dependents and has an annual case load of approximately 250 individuals. 
   The CHAPS open house is March 12 from 4:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. The pantry is located in Port Charlotte at 18200 Paulson Drive (941-625-2552). The program begins at 5:30 p.m. and concludes about 6 p.m. Light refreshments will be served. 
   Dr. David Kline, a local ophthalmologist, is the keynote speaker. Kline is also the United Way Foundation of Charlotte County contact person for CHAPS. CHAPS president, the Rev. Lori Rivera, will speak about the management of CHAPS and the pantry coordinator, Mercie Chick, will describe how the pantry items reach the clients. Kline will provide information relevant to HIV/AIDS in Charlotte County and will be open to comments and questions from the audience. The CHAPS Board of Directors will serve as host and hostesses to show the pantry and describe the pantry process to the community throughout the open house. 
   CHAPS, an all-voluntary organization, was founded in 1990 by Charli Massaro and Jeanne Frost and attained 501(c)3 status in 1992. CHAPS quickly attained acceptance by the Charlotte County Health Department[image: image1.png]


 for providing creditable services to HIV/AIDS individuals. The primary fundraising event, Charli’s Angles Golf tournament, netted $13,500 in 2008. In addition, grant awards from United Way of Charlotte County, United Way of Sarasota County, the Charlotte Community Foundation, SW Florida Foundation and the Broadway Cares/Equity Fights AIDS, contribute significantly. 
   CHAPS has strong leadership by the board of directors and has a large cadre of volunteers. As with all organizations that provide direct services to clients, CHAPS will continue to need more volunteers and donations. Funding for supplemental food and hygienic supplies, plus the overhead of the pantry itself, is a constant challenge. 
   For more information on CHAPS and the March 12 open house, contact CHAPS Public Relations Chair Muriel Van Patten at murielvanpatten@ comcast.net. 
   Also you may wish to check-out the CHAPS Web site, www.chapsfood pantry.com and/or contact President Rev. Lori Rivera at lordar@ comcast.net. 
   For information on the 2009 Charli’s Angles Golf tournament, contact Chair Wanda Jubb at 941-625-3177. 
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