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	Curmudgeon Corner 
Septic system program finds most in good shape 


   Recently I wrote an article explaining how and why the county instituted the managed septic tank program. This program requires every septic tank in most of Charlotte County to be tested for correct operation every five years. Each resident who uses a septic tank for sewage disposal must obtain an operating permit from the state health department. The program operation and an understanding of exactly how it is supposed to work is not clearly understood by many residents. Again, I interviewed Herman Velasco the supervisor of the state health department. This department is not a Charlotte County operation but is solely responsible to the State of Florida. 
   Here is the way the managed septic tank program is supposed to work. The program started with areas close to the harbor using street addresses selected alphabetically. The department sends out letters informing a group of homeowners that they must have their septic tanks pumped out and inspected within a particular time frame. The homeowner must then contact a septic cleaning company (a list of available companies is included with the letter) and schedule a pump out and inspection. The homeowner is cautioned in this letter to obtain prices for the work from several companies before deciding which company to use. 
   Upon selecting a company and having the tank pumped out the operator will inspect the interior of the tank. If they find problems that require either repair or replacement they will immediately notify the health department inspector to come to the home and to also inspect the tank to conclude whether or not the Health department agrees with the company as to defects. If they do then the homeowner is advised whether they must have the tank repaired or replaced. Again the homeowner would be well advised to check other companies for pricing as bids vary for this work considerably. 
   The pumping company will generally obtain the operating permit from the county and provide it to the owner. This permit which is good for five years costs $115. The owner must have his tank pumped out and inspected again at the end of five years. If your tank must be replaced there is also a $525 fee required by the health department for replacement. This fee is required in addition to the cost of the tank replacement. 
   Most of our tanks that are pumped and inspected are found in good repair thus requiring no corrective work. Still an operating permit must be obtained from the health department. 
   There are about 9,000 homes with septic tanks in the area between U.S. 41 and State Road 776. Of these, approximately 6,500 have been inspected so far. Of these 6,500 only 425 or so have required repair or replacement. The department notes that there is more sulfur content in the soil in the southern part of our area. This causes more corrosion problems for tanks than those located in the northern area. 
   The health department firmly believes that by keeping tanks pumped out every five years that they will be maintained in a good quality condition and will provide many years of proper treatment of sewage for a homeowner. The department is trying very hard to have the Charlotte County Commission delete the requirement for an aerobic treatment plant for homes on lots containing 10,000 square feet and less. An ordinance was passed in 2003 requiring the aerobic plants for lots of 10,000 square feet and under. The health department believes that a properly maintained base line septic tank will function as well as or better than the aerobic tanks. There has been a serious problem with maintenance on the aerobic systems. Replacement parts are very expensive and finding an organization to do the county-required maintenance has been very difficult. 
   Let’s give the health department a “hip hip hooray” for their efforts in attempting to correct the horrendous problem with aerobic treatment plants we have had for the last five years or more. 
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